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religious experience often serves vicariously at second hand
it rarely does so at third hand.
Second, there is great ecumenical strength in this book as
the author ranges across the religious landscape to point out
devotional beauty from many sources, Christian and non-
Christian. He has contributed significantly to the Quaker-
Catholic dialogue, as the publication data for several essays
indicate. But this ecumenicity lies along a narrow band.
Consider his treatment of intercessory prayer. He finds defi
cient Roman Catholicism, “conventional” Protestantism, and
our ‘more conservative-minded” denominations with their
“simple and unthinking way of trust.” This type of hasty
generalization is applied to all three groups. But it is par
ticularly uninformed or prejudiced concerning a body of
perceptive literature on the subject by evangelical writers such
as Hallesby or Tozier.
A third strength is Steere’s insights into the process of
divine grace. “We are unfinished creatures even when we
have been drenched with grace he writes, “and require
all the skilled assistance that can be given us in the continu
ous process of increasing self-surrender and inward abandon
ment (p. 5). ‘This is well said. But there is lurking danger
of substituting a spiritual director for the living Christ. or a
devotional book for the immediac of Prayer. The treasured
book, with its nuances of antiquarian or aesthetic value, can
turn the intellectual’s icon into an idol. The chapter on Baron
von Hügel awoke these reflections in me. It is good to know
how this leisured man of letters was gifted — saturated with
ewareness of God at work, dependent upon daily religious
practice, reverent towi’rd souls, anti willing to expend himself
on behalf of others. Is it the spiritual giftedness of the good
baron or his tal’nt in expressing it literarilv, however, which
lngers in the mind of the reader of this chapter? I am not
sure it is the former. In many ordinary Christians the same
virtues are joyously oresent and observed. But their presence
there seems to have fewer credentials and to be oversladowed
here by an aristocratic mien.
In conclusion, nondering these fine, thoughtful essays by
a well-loved Friend, brought to the surface a recurring ques
tion: Why has devotional lterature remained so largely in the
rational-intuitive mode, rather than the sensory-intuitive? The
cuestlon reflects my phenomenalistic stance, and my own
interest. Perhaps that explains some of my reservations about
the book. Perhaps it indicates a new direction to be taken.
Arthur 0. Roberts
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graduate of George Fox College, he majored in biblical studies
and social ethics at Fuller Theological Seminary, receiving the
degree of Doctor of Pastoral Theology. His dissertation was on
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tion to over sixty published articles, he is the author of two
J-Iarpcr & Row books. Celebration of Discipline (1978), on the
classical disciplines of the spiritual life, has been translated
into Chinese, Dutch, German, Spanish, and Portuguese. Free
dom of Simplicity (1931). received the 1982 Gold Medallion
Award from the Evangelical Christian Publishers Association.
Previous to his Friends University appointment, he had
served simultaneously on the pastoral team of Newberg Friends
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Wilton, Conn. A Knoxville native, he holds degrees from the
universities of Tennessee and Arkansas, and from the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary. His interest in matters of spir
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In addition to implementing a deepening appreciation for
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S.T.D. (Catholic University of America). In 1971, following
teaching at Catholic University, he was appointed to the Pon
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An authority on his fellow Jesuit, the late Teilhard de
Chardin, he is author of four books on the theology and
spirituality of Chardin. Also published are Building God’s
World (Denville, N.J.: Dimension, 1976), Christian Faith and
My Everyday Life (London: St. Paul Publications, 1981), and
Praying (Minneapolis: Winston, 1979).
While in the U.S., he was a participant in the Faith and
Order Colloquia of the National Council of Churches. Abroad
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Arthur 0. Roberts has been a contributor to QRT since 1961.
He was a member of the first QTDG Steering Committee
established in 1960. Although the pressure of other appoint
ments prevents him from currently holding any position with
QTDG, he is always ready to help when called on. His review
was undertaken on short notice when Douglas Steere’s book
seemed particularly appropriate for this issue. It was com
pleted during the busiest part of the academic year at George
Fox College in Newberg, Oregon, where he has held a dean
ship, various chairs and professorships since 1957. A more
complete biographical note appeared recently in QRT #47.
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